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PRICE: $6,000 – 10,000. 

ANTARCTICA - THE LAST CONTINENT

February 16-28, 2012

TRIP OVERVIEW:
Terra australis incognita, Antarctica lies at the bottom of the world surrounded by the Southern Ocean. It is a wilderness continent of profound beauty and isolation - a world dominated by Mother Nature with no roads, pollution or native inhabitants. 

Antarctica is a land covered by glaciers and mountains white- washed with snow.The custom itinerary visits the astounding protected bays and fjords of the Peninsula Region where five-mile icebergs and vast icefields combine to stretch our standard definitions of the world. The area is home to a mass of penguins, thousands of whales and castles of ice.  One cannot travel to Antarctica without entering a world of heroic exploration. The incredible legends of great polar explorers are brought to life as we retrace routes and landingsfrom these early expeditions.

The voyage takes place during the height of the Austral summer when the Weddell Sea pack ice has broken up and our ship is able to gain access to areas well off the beaten track. Fin, killer and humpback whales have arrived into the bays, late night sunsets paint the ice, the weather is warmer and stable and the wildlife populations are thriving. Simply put, it is the perfect time to experience Antarctica.

The expedition ship, the A1A ice-rated Polar Pioneer, has a long list of expedition firsts throughout Antarctica. She will carry us in complete comfort through this white world as we journey from Antarctic Sound to the Weddell Sea and along the Danco Coast into the far reaches of the South. Our expert guides have hand-crafted the itinerary which will showcase the very best of Antarctica’s incredible wonders. You can expect over 18-20 rewarding and varied landings over the journey.
SAMPLE ITINERARY:

Day 1 ~ Ushuaia, Tierra del Fuego, Argentina: Arrive to your expedition hotel at the end of the world in Ushuaia. Meet up with your guides and fellow travelers on this first night. Relax and enjoy picturesque Ushuaia. Hotel included.

Day 2 ~ Ushuaia & the Beagle Channel, Argentina: After a brilliant morning investigating the flora, fauna and history of Tierra del Fuego, we board our expedition ship, the acclaimed Polar Pioneer. We begin by cruising the down the Beagle Channel with imposing mountains on either side.

Day 3 ~ Drake Passage Today, we awake in the Drake Passage with clouds of seabirds flying around our ship. We continue to steam farther South as the Antarctic Convergence approaches. Fin, sperm, humpback and rare beaked whales are often seen and seabirds feed here by the thousands. History, photography, wildlife, and the oceans are interpreted by our expert team of Antarctic lecturers.

Day 4 ~ South Shetland Islands, Antarctica Early in the morning we enter the cooler, iceberg-dotted waters of the Antarctic Ocean. Rafts of penguins appear and seals swim off the bow of our ship. As the ice-capped peaks of Antarctica come into view, we begin to cruise past a fantasia of icebergs and glittering floes. Weather permitting, we will attempt a landing at the dramatic Aitcho Islands.

Day 5 ~ Danco Coast, Antarctica Today we enter the heart of the Antarctic Peninsula cruising past crystal glaciers and towering cliffs as our experienced captain navigates the passages of the Errera Channel and Andvord Bay. We plan two or three continent landings at places like Paradise Bay, Neko Harbour and Spigot Peak. Seals, whales and several penguin rookeries will be complemented by the amazing scenery and high point views. Photography seminars, exploratory walks and Zodiac cruises will be available.

Day 6 ~ Lemaire, Pleneau and Port Lockroy, Antarctica In the far southern reaches of the Antarctic Peninsula, we begin to experience the magic of The Ice. In Zodiacs, we head to shore for optional hikes, to walk amongst the gentoo and adelie penguin rookeries and to visit international science bases. In the past, we have watched killer whales hunting seals amongst the icebergs in this region.
Day 7 ~ Deception Island, Antarctica Today we sail our ship into Deception Island’s volcanic crater. Activities include educational walks, a swim in “warmer” Antarc- tic waters, guided talks through the abandoned whaling station or an unforgettable hike to the chinstrap penguin rookery at Bailey Head. The adventurous can summit the volcano. During lunch we sail to Hannah Point, a spectacular outcropping on Livingston Is- a living zoo with three species of penguins, elephant and weddell seals, scattered fossils and nesting seabirds.

Day 8 ~ Antarctic Sound, Antarctica As we spin tales from our days guiding the Shackleton IMAX film teams, we will re-live the history and routes of The Endurance crew from 1916 (only in comfort!). Our ship will sail through the enormous ice of Antarctic Sound enroute to volcanic Paulet Island, and the isolated Danger Islands. The day’s activities include retrac- ing history on walks and hikes, photography-oriented Zodiac cruises and relaxing moments with leopard seals and penguins. Unobstruct- ed views across the iceberg-filled Weddell Sea stretch to the horizon and boggle the mind.

Day 9 ~ Weddell Sea, Antarctica Today, we are true explorers as we sail South through rarely seen scenery and fjords to incredible Snow Hill and Devil Islands. This is emperor penguin country and we have spied these enormous and rare birds on past journeys. On Snow Hill, ancient fossils

litter the ground and we can enjoy walks on glaciers, historic hikes following the crew of The Antarctic, and a glimpse into the past at Nordenskjöld’s 100-year-old science hut. Ice conditions willing, we will attempt to make landfall on unexplored Robertson Island deep in the Weddell Sea.

Day 10 ~ Elephant Island and Clarence Island These two isolated islands lie next to the Drake Passage making them remote, wild and dramatic. The rocky shores are home to amazing seabird, whale and penguin life, tremendous history where Shackleton’s men overwintered and jaw-dropping cliffs and glaciers.

Day 11 ~ Drake Passage Turning north, we steam towards the Antarctic Convergence where sperm and fin whales and wandering albatrosses are common sights during our wildlife watches. The lecture team demystifies the Antarctic Treaty and re-caps the many amazing experiences from our trip as they continue their educational lectures.

Day 12 ~ Tip of South America Our ship approaches the dramatic cliffs of Cape horn, the southern- most tip of South America, amid reeling flocks of black-browed albatrosses. As evening approaches, we re-enter the Beagle Channel to enjoy a grand farewell dinner overlooking the forested shoreline.

Day 13 ~ Disembark in Ushuaia, airport transfer and flights home.
The 48-Passenger Ship, Polar Pioneer
Affectionately called “The Pioneer”, She has achieved numerous expedition firsts in Antarctica and has a strong following among past guests. She is 1 of 8 Shuleykin-class ice ships built in the famed shipyards of Finland in 1985-86 for polar and oceanographic research. She carries a maximum of 48 guests and is a purpose-built ship providing a superb combination of comfort, strength and maneuverability. Her small size, bow thruster, active and passive stabilizers and A1-A Super ice-rating make Polar Pioneer exceptional for travel- ling throughout the Peninsula’s small bays and iceberg-filled channels. This translates into more shore excursions and unprecedented viewing opportunities for passengers. The ship has an open bridge policy, 2 dining rooms, a library, observation decks, the famed Polar Bar and a very popular Finnish sauna. All cabins are spacious and comfortable, tastefully decorated and have outside facing windows or portholes.

With a fleet of Mark V Zodiac landing boats, Polar Pioneer is equipped to take our group ashore in minutes allowing us more time ashore, loads of flexibility and additional landings. The experienced crew and Captain are amazing ice navigators and are highly experienced in Antarctic waters. We hand-picked Polar Pioneer for this geographic cruise as we did our expedition and lecture teams. This unbeatable combination will ensure your Antarctic journey is a lifetime experience.

Specifications for Polar Pioneer:

* Length 71.60 metres

    * Beam 12.8 metres

    * Draft 4.5 metres

    * Cruising Speed 11-12 knots

    * Displacement 2140 tons

    * Registry Russian
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